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MISSOULA--
SULLIVAN'S PAPERS GO 




Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the University of Montana School of Law from 1954 
through 1978, has presented personal files and papers representing his nearly 33 years 
in higher education to the UM Foundation. Twenty-four of these years were spent as 
a professor and an administrator in the Montana law school. 
In addition to his personal papers, which are earmarked for the University 
Library Archives Collection, Sullivan donated teaching and research materials relating 
to his specialties in consumer credit law and oil and gas law. These materials will 
be preserved in the UM Law Library. 
11 I am making this donation in recognition of the fact that the period from 1954 
through 1978 has been an exciting period in the history of the law school ,•• Sullivan 
sa i d , 11 a n d my p a r t i n t e rm s o f tea c h i n g , r e s e a r c h , p u b l i c s e r v i c e a n d a c t i v i t i e s i n 
the field of law revision and law reform has occasioned both controversy and praise.~~ 
During his tenure as dean, Sullivan started the Montana Defender Project and was 
active on boards, commissions, and other projects that promoted clinical training for 
law students and legal services for the indigent. Under his leadership, the law 
school, in cooperation with the Montana bar, developed a strong program of continuing 
legal education for lawyers. 
While Sullivan was dean, the law school acquired its present quarters, built in 
1961, and started construction of an addition that is scheduled for completion in 
February. The new wing was financed without cost to taxpayers by funds raised from 
donations. 
-more-
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Sullivan retired from the University Dec. 31, 1978, to accept a position in 
Butte as head of the legal division of the Montana Power Co. 
Sullivan was born in Helena. He received A.B. and J.D. degrees from the 
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Ind., and taught there prior to joining the UM 
faculty. He and his wife, the former Eleanor Laux of Cleveland, Ohio, are the parents 
of seven daughters. A son, an artillery lieutenant serving as a forward observer 
with an infantry company, was killed in action in Vietnam in 1968. 
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